
National Detector 
Dog Manual

�
Procedures

Retiring Detector Dogs

Contents
Introduction  page-2-6-1
Criteria for Retiring a Detector Dog  page-2-6-1

Ability of a Detector Dog to Work  page-2-6-1
Health Status and History  page-2-6-2
When a Canine Officer Leaves the Position  page-2-6-2
Aggression  page-2-6-3

Placing Retired Dogs  page-2-6-3
Ranked Options for Placement  page-2-6-3
Receipt, Agreement and Waiver of Liability for a Retired Dog  page-2-6-3

Replacing a Detector Dog  page-2-6-5

Introduction
����������	
�������������������	��������������������	���
������������

�����	����������������	��
��������
������������������
�������������	��
���	�������	����
��������
���

◆ �
������	
������	�������������� !!��

◆ "	�������
������	������
��#$���������
������	�������� !!���

���� !!����	
����������!�������

Criteria for Retiring a Detector Dog
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Ability of a Detector Dog to Work
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Criteria for Retiring a Detector Dog
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Health Status and History
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When a Canine Officer Leaves the Position
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Table 2-6-1: Determine Whether to Retire a Detector Dog When a Canine Officer 
Leaves the Position

If the dog’s age is: And NDDTC: Then:

1-8 years Requests the dog Transfer the dog to NDDTC for reassignment.1 

1 NDDTC is responsible for assessing and maintaining all unassigned detector dogs.

Declines the dog The RCPC may retire the dog. Go to the options 
for placing retired dogs beginning on  page-2-6-3.

9 years Retirement is mandatory.
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Aggression
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Placing Retired Dogs
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Ranked Options for Placement
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Receipt, Agreement and Waiver of Liability for a Retired Dog
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FIGURE 2-6-1: Sample of Acknowledgment of Receipt, Agreement and Waiver of 
Liability
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Replacing a Detector Dog
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Important

All Canine Officers will return to NDDTC for replacement training. The length of 
training will be determined by the NDDTC and the RCPC.
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